
Annunciation Parish - Scripture Study 8/9/22 

—-Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Any thoughts or questions from scripture passages you have read? 
- Other faith questions? 

READINGS: 
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10 
Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18  (Lord, come to my aid!) 
Heb 12:1-4 
Lk 12:49-53 

GOSPEL: 
• Jesus has come to set the earth on fire … what does he mean by this? 
• The baptism he speaks about - not the one by John.  It is a death, as is our Baptism 

• Death in what way for him?  Death in what way for us? 
• Why is he coming to bring division.  Is this His goal or the consequence of His actions? 
• What is this division in families?  Why is Jesus who is so interested in unity speaking about this? 
• What things divide families?  When might it be acceptable for a division in families?  How have 

you seen such division and what was it about? 
• How might Jesus say that such divisions could be ended?  Or would He want them to be? 

•

FIRST READING: 
• They want to kill Jeremiah.  Why?  What is he doing to demoralize the soldiers? 
• The king could do nothing with them … did this mean that he was not so willing to kill him, but 

because of the pressure leave in … who does THIS remind you of? 
• The abandon him to death - what other biblical story is like this?  Why thrown his there and not 

just kill him outright? 
• Then the king is persuaded to allow Jeremiah to be saved.  Kinda a wishy-washy guy.  What is 

the model of kingly leadership Jesus expects?  What type of King is Jesus himself? 
• What does this story (either from the perspective of the king, Jeremiah, or the two groups of 

people?  How does it speak to you? 

SECOND READING: 
• Who are the cloud of witnesses?   
• While keeping eyes fixed on Jesus: 

• Rid ourself of our burden of sin (removal of the bad) 
• What does sin as a “burden” and “clinging” to us make you think? 

• Persevere in running the race (do more of the good). 
• How des Paul’s imagery of “running” a “race” speak to you? 

• Jesus looked beyond the cross which he “endured” to focus on the “joy” that laid before him. 
• Can we follow Paul’s direction to remember Jesus’ example and us this when we grow “weary” 

or “loose heart”? - He endured more than us, perhaps we complain too much? 

—-Closing Prayer 


